SOUTHERN   MESOPOTAMIA

The inquiry, followed by definite instructions on February
28th, 1917, to capture Baghdad1 were not influenced merely
by the traditional opposition to the installation of Russia in
Turkish Arabia. Circumstances arising from more deeply
rooted aspirations, together with the same general considera-
tions which had prompted the advance of 1915, were also at
work.2

The pre-war aspirations of the powers for economic and
political expansion in Asia had taken on a concrete form as
important war objectives of the Allies on the basis of the so-
called Secret Agreements. These, as far as they affected the
Ottoman Empire, were as follows: (i) Constantinople Agree-
ment, March i8th, 1915, by Russia, France and Great Britain
concerning Constantinople, the Straits and Persia;8 (2) Pact
of London, April 26th, 1915, between Great Britain, Russia and
Italy regarding compensation to Italy for joining the Allies
against Germany;4 (3) Husain-McMahon Correspondence,
August, 1914, to January, 1916, concerning Arab independence
in return for Arab co-operation against the Turks;6 (4) Agree-
ments of the spring of 1916, between Great Britain, France and

1 o H, Vol. in, p 205.
2 The Government of India again pressed for the capture of Baghdad on the
grounds that it  would  relieve  the  increasing  tension  on the North West
Frontier, O.H., Vol. ill, p. 207.
3 Text, de Martens, C., Recueil des Traites, 3rd Series (Leipzig, 1922), Vol. x,
p. 347.  Also, Temperley, H. W. V., History of the Peace Conference of Paris
(hereafter H.P C.P.) (6 vols., 1920-4), Vol. vi, pp. 2-10; Manchester Guardian,
February 22nd, 1918.
4 Accts and Papers, Misc Papers, 1920, No. 7 (Cmd. 671), LI, 261. Text: de
Martens, op. cit., Vol x, p. 329; H.P.C.P., Vol. v, pp. 384 ff.; also, Vol. vi,
pp.10-13.
B The complete text of the correspondence has never been officially revealed,
but summaries of substantial portions have been published: MacMurm, Sir G.,
and Falls, C., Military Operations, Egypt and Palestine (Official History of the
World War, hereafter cited as O.H., K and Pal.) (2 vols., 1928-30), Vol. I,
pp. 213 ff.; Le Temps (Paris), September I9th, 1919; Cocks, Seymour, The
Secret Treaties (1918); Note on the Arab Question, submitted by Amir Faisal to
H.M. Government and cited Fortnightly Review, Vol. cxxxvi (1929), pp. 735-6;
Al-Mandr (Arabic journal, Cairo), January 5th, 1924. The summaries given
here have been taken from the original Arabic text of the letters.
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